
Year Six Weekly Newsletter

The year sixes have been amazing this week and have launched straight back into their
learning.

As part of LGBT+ History Month, Scholastic held a webinar with the author, Ian Eagleton. Ian
talked about his new book ‘Glitter Boy’ and  spoke about how the word ‘gay’ is used
inappropriately with many people, using it to mean that something is ‘uncool’.
He prompted a brilliant discussion by showing the phrase ‘That’s sooooooooo gay’ and
asked questions such as:
‘What does it mean?’
‘Do you hear it in school?’
‘How does it make you feel? How might it make other people feel?’
‘How can you tackle it?’

Ian then went on to talk about key people who were part of the gay rights movement, such
as Harvey Milk and Marsha P. Johnson. We learnt about the 50th anniversary of the
Stonewall riots, which helped spark the fight for gay rights around the world: the Stonewall
riots in 1969 were a landmark event in history, which helped to fight homophobia and
campaign for equal rights.

Quotes from year six children:

“ That was so interesting - I can’t believe that it was illegal to be gay!”

“ Gay people had to hide away and have discos without others knowing - that is very wrong.”

“I know that I can talk to my teacher about this and how I feel.”

This week, we focused on narrative writing and the children had an opportunity to write freely
after being shown a picture stimulus. The writing which the year sixes produced was
outstanding and I have used this piece to show the fantastic quality of work to other
partnership schools.

In Science, we have continued to map and write about the key findings from Darwin’s travels
on the HMS Beagle. We have enjoyed the topic of Evolution, especially learning many facts
and concepts through songs!

Homework:
Maths - arithmetic questions. Please also use ‘hit the button’ for extra times tables practise
as we should be fluent in these up to 12x12. (https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button?scrlybrkr=c71a607b)

Spelling - Spelling Frame: Year 5 and 6 words
SPaG.com - the children have been set a test called Suffixes and prefixes (A) www.spag.com

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button?scrlybrkr=c71a607b)
https://www.spag.com/Teacher/Overview
http://www.spag.com


Logins are in the children’s homework pack.
All homework is to be completed by Wednesday of the following week. If there are any
issues please contact us. If it is tricky to complete the work at home, we have a Monday
lunchtime homework club.

Next Thursday is World Book Day and a parentmail has been sent to explain the nature of
the day:
Dear Parents and Carers,

World Book Day is next Thursday 2nd March

We are passionate about books and reading at Witney CP and love celebrating world book

day. This year we invite the children to celebrate in one of three ways:

Without spending more than £3 (see the message from The Friends), dress as a loved

character from a book.

Decorate a potato to resemble a favourite book character.

Draw or paint a favourite book cover.

We will have a special assembly on Thursday and celebrate children’s creativity. We also

have a magical book that is going to be read and enjoyed in every class.

A Message from The Friends

Dressing up is optional, but we know that many children love getting involved. Costume

hunting can be draining both financially and mentally, so the PTA is here to help!

We will be running a costume exchange, just like we did for our Christmas Jumpers. On

Monday and Tuesday next week we’ll be on the playground in the morning with pre-loved
costumes to be bought for £3 each – cash or card.

If you have any costumes your children have grown out of, or no longer love, please pop

them into a carrier bag and drop them in our donations bin in the Bike Shed this week.

See you soon!

The Friends of Witney CP


