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These pages set out information about our provision for children with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND). They are updated annually. 
 
About our school 
 
Witney Community Primary School is a mainstream school providing for 
children with a wide range of special educational needs including those with: 
 

● Communication and interaction needs;  
 

this includes children who have speech, language and 
communication difficulties, including autistic spectrum conditions.  

 
● Cognition and Learning needs;  

 
this includes children who have learning difficulties and specific learning 
difficulties like dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia.  

 
● Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs  

 
● Sensory and/or Physical needs;  

 
this includes children who have visual or hearing needs, or a physical 
disability that affects their learning  

 
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) is: Mrs Tracy Holme 
Our Assistant SENCo is: Mrs Debbie Rogerson 
 
They can be contacted on: 01993 702388  
 
 
Our governor with responsibility for SEN is: Mr David How 

 
How do we identify and give extra help to children with SEND? 
 
The school uses the Oxfordshire County Council’s guidance ‘Identifying and 
Supporting Special Educational Needs in Oxfordshire Schools and Settings’. 
 
The guidance sets out: 
 

● How we identify if a child has a special educational need.  
 

● How we assess children and plan for their special educational needs, and 



 

how we adapt our teaching.  
 

● Ways in which we can adapt our school environment to meet each child’s 
needs  

 
● How we review progress, agree outcomes and involve you and your child in 

this.  
Click here to read it:  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childrenedu  
cationandfamilies/educationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/Compilation  
FoundationYearsandPrimary.pdf 
 
How do we work with parents and children? 
 
We will always contact parents if we have a concern that a child may have a 
special educational need. We work closely with children with SEND and their 
parents to agree outcomes and how we will all work towards these; then we 
review progress. We do this by holding regular meetings, in line with parent 
evening meetings, using a home/school diary (if appropriate), scheduled phone 
calls, etc. 
 
We value the opinions of parents and children and have, in the past, amended our 
provision accordingly. 
 
Adapting the curriculum 
 
We offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all children, including those with 
SEND. Details are published on the school website. The way we adapt this for 
children with SEN and disabled children is set out in the School Accessibility Plan, 
which is also on the school website. - This is currently being updated. 
 
All classrooms are dyslexia, ADHD and Autism friendly environments, with strategies 
to support children with these additional needs. 
 
We use intervention programmes, including precision teaching, pre-teaching, 
Dragon Hunters (writing interventions). We also run reading comprehension 
groups, spelling, grammar and punctuation   interventions and mop up 
sessions, which often deal with misconceptions, delivered by the teacher or a 
teaching assistant 
We use a CPA (Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract) approach to support the 
delivery of Maths. Mop up and pre-teach sessions are given to SEN children 
to support them to access the Maths curriculum.  
 
We are using a new programme called Nessy, which targets children who 
need some extra support with their reading and spelling. 
 
 
We have a dedicated area for nurture called The Nest. 
The Targeted nurture is delivered by an experienced Home School Link worker, 
Heidi Bridges-Martin. 
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It is a safe space that has been specifically designed to support children for a variety 
of reasons including emotional regulation, Self esteem,social skills, peer 
relationships, resilience, protective behaviours work and body image, as well as any 
other work needed by some of the children. 
Lego therapy, resources: puppets, emotions stones and books. 
Delivering social stories in this space too, for those children who need this resource. 
The Nest is also designed as a safe space for disclosures 
 
Currently Heidi is supporting 15 children, some of these children are vulnerable and 
on social care plans. 
Some of the children are receiving support from these plans. 
 
We also provide nurture through art and craft. Each year group has a hourly 
timetabled slot weekly with Mrs Ellis, an experienced TA, where they build on self 
esteem,social skills, peer relationships and resilience while working on an art 
project. The groups are a maximum of eight for each session. 
 
 
What expertise can we offer? 
 
 
Our SENCo is a very experienced teacher who has excellent 
knowledge of interventions, the appropriate use and the impact 
they can have.  
 
We have an experienced Assistant SENCo who can support the 
applications and make good contacts to support the children with 
additional needs.  She works with the teachers, parents and 
children to provide an inclusive environment for all children in the 
classroom. 
She has experience working with speech and language, 
communication and Interaction, social skills, Autism, dyslexia, 
ADHD, Dysgraphia and behavioural support. 
 
She also delivers interventions for these areas, including  Lego 
Therapy, Colourful Semantics and targeted speech therapy, as 
well as social skills groups in KS1 and KS2. 
 
 
All staff have basic awareness level training in dyslexia, speech, 
language and communication difficulties, behaviour management 
and autism and supporting interventions.  
 
 
There are members of staff who have trained at a specialist level in maths.  
 
Teaching Assistants (TAs) are trained to support the particular needs of the 
children with whom they work. They also have basic awareness training in 
dyslexia and autism and they have received training in supporting pupils to 



 

become independent learners. Some TAs have been trained to support children 
with speech and language difficulties 
 
We also have access to a range of specialist support services including  

● Educational Psychology 
● SENSS, who support children with communication and language, sensory 

needs and physical needs 
● Point 5 - Behaviour specialist, Nathalie Downing. 
● Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
● Oxfordshire School Inclusion Team 
● Therapy services, including speech and language therapy, occupational 

therapy, physiotherapy 
● Children’s Social Care 
● Family Solutions 

 
 
Information about these services and what they offer can be found on the 
Oxfordshire County Council SEN web pages:  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-
sen 
 
 
We always discuss the involvement of specialist SEND services with parents first. 
We also work with other services and organisations that are involved with a family, 
with the family’s permission. 
 
 
How do we know if SEN provision is effective? 
 
The progress and attainment of all children is assessed and recorded on Target 
Tracker four times a year (see assessment and monitoring schedule for dates). 
These are followed by Pupil Progress Meetings where progress and attainment is 
evaluated against age related expectations and next steps and targets discussed.  
 
In addition, for children with SEND, each child on the register has an individual 
pupil profile. These are shared and reviewed regularly with the parents and child.  
The outcomes are reviewed and new targets set three times a year.  
  
When we run special intervention programmes for groups of children, we assess 
how successful they have been and use the information to decide on how best to 
run them in the future. 
 
The governing body is involved in evaluating the success of the education that is 
provided for pupils with SEND, with the SENCo and SEND Governor meeting 
regularly throughout the year. The SEND Governor reports to the full Governing 
Body on the provision and progress of children with SEND. 
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How are children with SEND helped to access activities outside of the 
classroom? 
 
All children are included in activities and trips following risk assessments where 
needed and in accordance with duties under the Equalities Act 2010. We talk to 
parents and children when planning trips so that everyone is clear about what will 
happen. 
 
There is information about activities and events for disabled children and those 
with SEN in Oxfordshire in the Family Information Directory:  
http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.page 
Oxfordshire’s accessibility strategy can be read at:  
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/
S  EN/guidance/Schools_Accessibility_Strategy.pdf 
 
 
What do we do to support the wellbeing of children with SEND? 
 
All children have the opportunity to share their views and their concerns through 
their school council representatives. 
 
Senior leadership team carries out pupil voice questionnaires regularly.  
Staff always listen to the views of all children and take bullying very seriously. We 
have an anti-bullying policy and teachers address issues through PSHCE lessons 
and circle time. Vulnerable children are amongst those who receive nurture sessions 
in school, which provide an opportunity to raise/discuss issues worrying them with a 
known and trusted adult in a small group, or on an individual basis.  
 
 
 
Joining the school and moving on. 
 
We encourage all new children to visit the school before starting. For children with 
SEND, there are opportunities for additional meetings with parents to discuss the 
needs of their child and opportunities for additional visits for the child. 
 
We begin to prepare children for transition to secondary by increasing the number of 
opportunities to visit their next school, using sporting, musical and curriculum based 
events. 
 
Transfer days are organised nearer the time, with vulnerable children being offered 
additional visits. Secondary school staff visit our school to speak to the children, the 
class teacher and SENCo to give as much information and to gather as much 
information as possible. 
 
We encourage vulnerable pupils to take advantage of the summer activities offered 
by the secondary schools, which will help them familiarise themselves with their new 
environment and help them approach the beginning of the new school year with 
increased confidence 
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Who to contact 
If you are concerned about your child, please speak to their class teacher in the first 
instance. If necessary, the teacher will speak to the SENCo and arrange a meeting 
for you. 
 
If you would like to feedback, including compliments and complaints about SEND 
provision, please contact the Deputy Head, Mrs Sam Hudson-Shaw, or the 
Headteacher, Mr Mark Peacey 
We aim to respond to any complaints within 7 days. 
 
If you would like impartial advice from SENDIASS, Oxfordshire’s parent support 
service contact sendiass@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
If you would  like to know more about opportunities for children with 
 
SEN and their families, support groups or information about SEN these are listed in 
the Family Information Directory:  
http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.page 
 
Oxfordshire’s Local Offer contains lots of information for parents. Click here to see 
it:  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-sen. 
Our school has contributed to the county’s Local Offer through attendance at a 
training workshop and through trialling of new guidance and system. 
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