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Why have a Newsletter? 
Safeguarding & Child Protection is  such an 
important issue for our  children and young 
people that we  have decided to have a half 
termly  newsletter that shares key information  
and advice with staff,parents and carers so that 
we can all work together with the  same aim of 
keeping children safe in  school, at home and in 
the wider  community.

Please remember it could happen here!  

Safeguarding relates to all areas of  life at WCPS 
including children’s  physical health and safety, 
mental health issues, attendance, managing 
medical conditions, internet safety, substance 
misuse, bullying, the  dangers of radicalisation, 
child sexual  exploitation, gang culture, FGM,  
neglect, domestic violence, forced marriage, sex 
and relationships education, British Values and 
road  safety among other issues.  

At WCPS we feel it is really important to  work 
with our parents and with the  high quality 
agencies that support  schools and young people 
so that we  can offer a safe environment that  
allows children to be aware of the  risks they may 
face and how to  respond to them safely.  

We hope that our school curriculum gives 
children opportunities to explore many of these 
issues in a safe situation using Jigsaw, so that we 
can equip our  children with the knowledge, 
understanding and  the right tools  to make safe  
choices.  

 

What is the role of the DSL at WCPS?   
The Designated Safeguarding Lead has a 
crucial role in taking lead responsibility for child 
protection issues in school.

 We have 6 DSL’s in school. 

A DSL is always available during  school hours 
for staff to discuss any  safeguarding concerns. 
On most days  there is a DSL in school from 
8.00 am  to 6.00 pm and DSL’s are always  
contactable by telephone or email outside these 
hours.  
DSL’s are trained to take on this role  and that 
training is updated every two  years with 
additional training and  conferences in between.  

The DSL has many responsibilities  including 
working with staff and  agencies involved in 
safeguarding  children, working with parents 
and  families, giving advice to staff, training  
staff, managing referrals from staff  and 
investigating concerns passing  them onto the 
correct body as necessary, managing the 
records of safeguarding and Child Protection  
concerns, keeping own knowledge up  to date 
etc. 

Who’s Who at WCPS
♦ Mr Peacey
Lead DSL 

♦ Mrs Bridges-Martin  
Deputy DSL  

♦ Miss Stringfellow 
Deputy DSL  

♦ Mrs Hudson-Shaw 
Assistant DSL  

♦ Mrs Croston 
Assistant DSL 

♦ Mrs Taylor 
Assistant DSL 

♦ Mrs Crouch
Chair of Governors & Safeguarding governor

♦ Mr Eustice
Safeguarding governor 

https://www.witneycp.org/
https://riverlearningtrust.org/schools/


Useful Acronyms &  Vocabulary concerning  
Safeguarding

DSL: Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 
LADO: Local Authority Designated Officer—who  
deals with position of trust safeguarding issues  

DBS: Disclosure & Barring Service

CP: Child Protection 

CIN: Child in need

TAF: Team Around the Family (part of Early Help)

Early Help: “providing Early Help support as soon 
as a problem emerges, at any point in a child’s life, 
from the foundation years through to the teenage 
years”. Essentially intervening to prevent 
abuse/neglect before it occurs. 

CPOMS – Child Protection Online Monitoring and
Safeguarding system (safeguarding and child 
protection software for schools).

CAMHS: Child and Adolescent Mental Health
Services

OSCB: Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board

PREVENT: Part of the PREVENT Governments 
Counter Terrorism Strategy to stop people being 
drawn into extremism  

Recording Concerns

Here at WCPS we record all of our Safeguarding 
concerns on a digital system called CPOMS.
This is crucial for storing the whole picture of a child 
which is a chronology of events,professionals views 
and communication, professional documents and 
attendance figures amongst other things.
It is so important that we information share in order 
to have the child's full picture to help with what is 
being experienced in school.
All teachers and TA’S have access to putting 
information on CPOMS, lunchtime staff can access 
Low level concern and Safeguarding Concern forms 
from the Safeguarding board in staff room.
Please speak to a DSL if you have any questions 
with recording safeguarding information.

What is safer recruitment?

Safer recruitment is a set of practices to help make 
sure  staff and volunteers are suitable to work with 
children and young people. It's a vital part of 
creating a safe and positive environment and 
making a commitment to keep children safe from 
harm.All staff will be asked for references and a 
DBS to carry out a range of processes and checks 
to ensure school employ the right people to work or 
volunteer in roles that have contact with children.

Site safety

You may have seen that we have bollards at the top 
of the drive now, this is to help with keeping the site 
safe.There is a sign up to remind parents and carers 
to be aware these could be up.

Feedback

I hope you have found this newsletter useful, feel 
free to find any of the DSL’s if you have any 
questions.

Many thanks for taking the time to read this. 

Mark Peacey and the Safeguarding Team


