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Mrs Taylor with Mrs Mellin & Miss Lockley

Hello and welcome!

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to the

children and families of Sunshine Class. After a week

of staggered entry we are all now in and raring to go!

We hope that the first few days of school have been a

positive experience for both children and parents

(despite the restrictions) and we are all looking

forward to a fantastic year ahead. Miss Lockley has

joined us this year as an apprentice and I am sure that

she will be a great asset to our class.

It’s good to talk...

I understand that starting school is not always easy

for some children or parents (especially in the current

climate) and although we aim to make the transition as

smooth and happy as we can, we are always happy to

talk through any worries that you may have. We

recognise the challenges that we all face at this time.

However, as we like to settle the children for the

register as quickly as possible in the morning I would

ask that you email or message via Classdojo if you need

to discuss anything in more depth via a phone call.

Please remember that there is no such thing as a ‘silly

question’; always feel able to talk to myself or

alternatively our Nursery Nurse, Mrs Mellin, who will

be happy to support you and your child. Thank you for

your co-operation.

Class Information

I will be posting our daily information board on

Classdojo each day to let you know what we have been

up to. Wow vouchers are available for children and we

will make sure that you have a couple in your child’s

book bag. Each Friday your child will bring home an ASK

ME sheet to inform you of some of the things we have

covered that week.

School Website

If you have internet access the school website is a

must for your ‘favourites’. As well as general school

information, our pages on the school website will be

updated regularly with news and photographs of our

exciting learning journey together. Please make it a

weekly visit.

PE Days

Our PE sessions will not begin until nearer the end of

October. I will ensure that you get plenty of notice

before we begin but on those days children can come to

school in PE kit. They will not need outdoor PE shoes..

Please ensure that your child wears a t-shirt (house

colour t-shirts available from the office), &

shorts/joggers to school for that day. It is essential

that all items are clearly named. The physical element

of the EYFS curriculum does not require a formal PE

lesson to ensure coverage so be assured that we are

still covering curriculum content even before the

weekly sessions start.

Snack time

Just a reminder .One piece of fruit is provided daily

by the Government for our morning snack, you are

welcome to provide an additional piece for the

afternoon although we rarely run out. Milk  will

continue to be provided by us and we would ask that all

containers sent containing fruit are named... If you are

sending grapes please ensure they are cut length ways.

Please note that water bottles should contain WATER

only. On Tuesday’s we will offer toast too. Please make

us aware of any allergies ASAP. Thank you



Our Curriculum

The philosophy underpinning the Foundation Stage

curriculum is that learning should be play based.  We

We will deliver the Foundation Stage curriculum in a

way that supports children’s learning. We believe that

children learn best in environments that provide

opportunities to risk take, experiment, practise, think

and discover - both indoors and out. The method

of 'planning in the moment' for our youngest children,

ensures that their learning is fulfilling and meaningful. 
Our role is to identify all learning opportunities,

extending and developing children’s spontaneous play.

Your child will be a Focus Child once every term so look

out for a letter in book bags advising you when it is

their turn. During the Autumn Term the learning will

take place around 2 themes. The first is Me and My

Community. We will be thinking about ourselves and our

place in the world as well as looking at seasonal events/

autumn and learning about a variety of festivals such as

Harvest. In the second half of term we will be looking

at the theme ‘One Starry Night’ , looking at what jobs

people do at night and which animals are nocturnal. We

will also touch on a variety of festivals. As always staff

will observe the children carefully to learn about what

interests them. This will help inform our planning to

ensure that we offer a learning journey that fascinates

them! We will be sharing a variety of texts including

stories relating to our themes.

Literacy and Maths skills run alongside our theme

work. These will include subitising, counting,

comparing, ordering and recognising numbers,

sorting and more. There will be a daily Read Write

Inc phonic session to allow the children to acquire

letter and sound knowledge. We will send home the

sounds as we learn them for you to practise at

home. We will have a Quality Text each term. We

start with The Tiger Who Came to Tea.

Small requests

Could we please request that every parent
provides 1 box of tissues for the classroom, as
you can imagine in the winter months with little
children, we get through enormous amounts of
tissues! We also would like to ask for voluntary
contributions of any of the following cooking
ingredients throughout the Autumn Term.
Basics/value brands are all perfect. Look out for
requests on the Classdojo noticeboard throughout
the term. Many thanks in anticipation of your

support.

● Self-raising flour

● Butter/soft margarine

● Sprinkles/cake decorations

● Caster sugar/Icing sugar

● Eggs .

Books and reading

We are sure that you are all eager to get started with

learning to read but please be aware that this can be a

slow and steady process. We would like to start by

asking your child to take a story book of their choice

to share with you at home. Sharing stories together is

a vital stepping stone to independent reading. Later we

will be allocating a ‘reading book’ to share also. These

may well be wordless books where your child is

expected to tell you the story using the pictures and

later simple blending books.  Please complete the

reading record so that we know when to change the

book and whether your child enjoyed the story. This

half term we will get to know 6 books really well, these

will be called Our Super 6. The Super 6 cover rhyming

texts, diverse texts, well-being themes, classic authors

and more. The idea is that when children leave

Reception they will know at least 36 books inside out.

Please find attached the six texts and the rationale

for their inclusion in the first Super Six. You may like

to borrow these from the library or even buy your

child’s favourites to share at home. Books will be

changed once a week.

We also have a Super 6 poetry list per term so that

children can learn the  poems ‘off by heart’. I will share

these with you so that you can enjoy them at home.

Growth Mind-Set

In Reception we encourage a ‘growth mind-set’ in children. We

want our children to have a go and to know that mistakes are

part of the learning process.

At the end of the day

When your child is going to be collected from school by

a childminder, grandparent or other friend/relative

please advise us prior to collection.


