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 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4 TERM 5 TERM 6  

Overarchin
g 

Theme 

Me & My 
Community 

One Starry 
Night 

Once 
Upon a 
time 

What’s 
Going on 
in the 
Garden? 

Exploring 
the Big 
Wide World 

Looking 
Back & 
Reflecting 

     ELG 

NCETM 
MASTERIN

G NUMBER 

 

Pupils will build on previous 
experiences of number from 

their home and nursery 
environments, and further 
develop their subitising and 

counting skills. They will 
explore the composition of 
numbers within 5. They will 

begin to compare sets of 
objects and use the language 
of comparison.  

 
Pupils will:  
• identify when a set can be 

subitised and when counting is 
needed  
• subitise different 

arrangements, both 
unstructured and structured, 
including using the Hungarian 

number frame  
• make different arrangements 
of numbers within 5 and talk 

about what they can see, to 
develop their conceptual 
subitising skills  

• spot smaller numbers ‘hiding  
inside larger numbers  
• connect quantities and 

numbers to finger patterns and 
explore different ways of 
representing numbers on their 

fingers 
 • hear and join in with the 
counting sequence, and connect 

this to the ‘staircase’ pattern of 
the counting numbers, seeing 
that each number is made of 

one more than the previous 
number 
 • develop counting skills and 

knowledge, including: that the 
last number in the count tells us 
‘how many’ (cardinality); to be 

accurate in counting, each thing 
must be counted once and once 
only and in any order; the need 

for 1:1 correspondence; 
understanding that anything can 
be counted, including actions 

and sounds 
 • compare sets of objects by 
matching 

 • begin to develop language of 
‘whole’ when talking about 
objects with parts 

Pupils will continue to 
develop their subitising 

and counting skills and 
explore the composition 
of numbers within and 

beyond 5. They will begin 
to identify when two sets 
are equal or unequal and 

connect two equal 
groups to doubles. They 
will begin to connect 

quantities to numerals.  
 
Pupils will:  

• continue to develop their 
subitising skills for numbers 
within and beyond 5, and 

increasingly connect 
quantities to numerals 
 • begin to identify missing 

parts for numbers within 5 
 • explore the structure of 
the numbers 6 and 7 as ‘5 

and a bit’ and connect this 
to finger patterns and the 
Hungarian number frame  

• focus on equal and 
unequal groups 
 understand that two equal 

groups can be called a 
‘double’ and connect this to 
finger patterns  

• sort odd and even 
numbers according to their 
‘shape’  

• continue to develop their 
understanding of the 
counting sequence and link 

cardinality and ordinality 
through the ‘staircase’ 
pattern  

• order numbers and play 
track games  
• join in with verbal counts 

beyond 20, hearing the 
repeated pattern within the 
counting numbers  

Pupils will consolidate their 
counting skills, counting to 
larger numbers and developing 
a wider range of counting 
strategies. They will secure 
knowledge of number facts 
through varied practice. 
 
 Pupils will:  
• continue to develop their 
counting skills, counting larger 
sets as well as counting actions 
and sounds • explore a range of 

representations of numbers, 
including the 10-frame, and see 
how doubles can be arranged in a 
10-frame  
• compare quantities and 
numbers, including sets of objects 
which have different attributes  
• continue to develop a sense of 
magnitude, e.g. knowing that 8 is 
quite a lot more than 2, but 4 is 

only a little bit more than 2.begin 
to generalise about ‘one more 
than’ and ‘one less than’ numbers 
within 10 
 • continue to identify when sets 
can be subitised and when 
counting is necessary • develop 
conceptual subitising skills 
including when using a rekenrek 

 

Number ELG  
 
Children at the 
expected level 
of development 
will:  
 
• Have a deep 
understanding 
of number to 
10, including 
the composition 
of each number; 

 
 • Subitise 
(recognise 
quantities 
without 
counting) up to 
5; 
 
 • Automatically 
recall (without 

reference to 
rhymes, 
counting or 
other aids) 
number bonds 
up to 5 
(including 

subtraction 

facts) and 
some number 
bonds to 10, 

including 
double facts.  
 

Numerical 
Patterns ELG 
Children at 

the expected 
level of 
development 

will:  
 
• Verbally 

count beyond 
20, 
recognising 

the pattern of 
the counting 
system 

 
; 



Daily 
rituals Exploring time- thinking about sequences of events and daily routines  

Weather (comparison, prediction, increase/decrease) 

100 days 10 frames 

Calendar:  passing of time, sequence of events  

5 frames & 10 frames for self registration 

• Compare 
quantities up 

to 10 in 
different 
contexts, 

recognising 
when one 
quantity is 

greater than, 
less than or 
the same as 

the other 
quantity; 

Counting 
progression 

  counting 
forwards and 
backwards 1-5 • 
;  

counting 
forwards and 
backwards 1-10  

counting 
forwards and 
backwards 1-
15 

counting 
forwards and 
backwards 1-
20 

counting 
forwards and 
backwards up to 
and beyond 20 

counting 
forwards and 
backwards in 
2s, 5s and 
10s  

 

 • Explore and 

represent 
patterns 
within 

numbers to 
10, including 
evens & odds, 

double facts & 
how 
quantities can 

be distributed 
equally 

 

 Shape 
awareness: 
developing 
shape 
awareness 
through 

construction 

 • developing 
and talking 
about small-
world scenarios, 
e.g. doll's 
house, 
miniature 

village, play 
park • acting out 
their own 
versions of well-
known stories 
where 
characters 
negotiate routes 
and obstacles, 
for example 

‘We’re Going on 
a Bear Hunt’ • 
directing each 
other as robots 

Shape awareness: 
developing shape 
awareness 
through 
construction 

Through play – 
particularly in 
construction – 
children have 
lots of 
opportunities to 
explore shapes, 
the attributes of 
particular 

shapes, and to 
select shapes to 
fulfil a particular 
need. Support 
this exploration 
by discussing 
items built by 
children in terms 
of how towers 
are built and why 
certain shapes 

are chosen to 
make a tower, 
and the space 
that has been 
created within an 
enclosure. Ask: 
'How did you 

Identifying 
similarities 
between 
shapes 

 Provide 
opportunities 
to construct 
and create 
things that 
represent 
objects in 
their 
environment. 
As they do 

this, they 
should notice 
the shape 
properties of 
the object 
that they 
want to 
represent; 
encourage 
them to think 

about the 
appropriaten
ess of the 
shapes they 
choose. 
Examples of 
this may 

Showing 
awareness 
of 
properties 
of shape 

Draw 
children’s 
attention to 
specific 
properties by 
using specific 
language in 
everyday 
situations, 

while children 
may use 
informal 
language. 
Properties 
may include: 
• curvedness 
• numbers of 
sides and 
corners (2D) 

or edges, 
faces and 
vertices (3D) 
• equal sides 
• parallel 
sides • angle 
size, 

Describing 
properties of 
shape 

Children may 
use 
comparisons 
such as ‘ball-
shaped’ or 
‘house-
shaped’, or 
start to 
discriminate 
between 
shapes, e.g. a 

‘fat’ triangle 
and a ‘pointy’ 
triangle, using 
informal 
language. With 
shapes such 
as triangles 
and rectangles, 
ensure that 
children are 

used to seeing 
a range of 
examples, and 
the same 
shape in 
different 
orientations, 

Developing 
an 
awareness of 
relationships 
between 
shapes 

As children 
become more 
confident with 
specific 
shapes, 
encourage 
them to spot 
shapes within 

shapes. You 
might talk 
about small 
triangles 
making a 
bigger triangle 
or identifying 
2D faces of 
3D shapes. 
Pattern blocks 

are a useful 
resource, 
since children 
can point out 
the shapes 
they have 
used to make 

 



make that 
tower?', 'Why 
were those 
blocks good 
ones to use?' 

 

 

 

include 
representing 
a ball as a 
circle, 
building a 
train from 
wooden 
rectangular 
blocks, or 
using a 
curved block 
for the 
elephant’s 
trunk.  

 

 

including 
right angles • 
2D shapes 
as faces of 
3D shapes. 
In play, 
children 
show that 
they are 
utilising this 
knowledge 
by gathering 
specific items 
that are 
needed for 
their 
construction, 
e.g. making a 
bed for a 
teddy and 
gathering 
blocks of 
equal length 
to make the 
rectangle; 
taking time 

with 
constructing 
corners so 
the shapes fit 
together to 
make a right 
angle.  

as well as 
different sizes, 
colours and 
materials. 

 

their whole 
pattern:  

 

Measures 

ONGOING 

Recognising Attributes 

Compare amounts of continuous quantities (length, capacity, weight), pointing to 
items that are big, tall, full or heavy. 

Cooking/Playdough/Water play 

 

Measures 

ONGOING 

Comparing Amounts of Continuous Quantities/indirect and direct comparison 

Children can find something  longer/shorter or heavier/lighter than a given reference item. They will 
utilise strategies such as direct comparison, e.g. placing objects side by side to determine which is 
longer. Ch compare sizes, lengths, weights & capacities verbally and begin to use more specific 
terms, such as ‘taller than’, ‘heavier than’,general comparative phrases, such as ‘not enough’, 

 

Measures 

ONGOING 

Recognising relationship between size and number of units 

They begin to compare units of different sizes in practical contexts. playful experiences enable 
children to make the generalisation that the smaller the unit the more we need of them, or the bigger 
the unit the less we need of them. These experiences can be extended by encouraging estimations: 
‘How many tennis balls do you think will fit in this tub?’ Then check this by filling it. ‘What if I try to fill it 
with ping pong balls? Will our answer stay the same? If not, why not?’  

 



Time 

ONGOING 

In order to tell the time, children need a sense of number, space and time, the ability to count, and 
some notion of fractions (for half and quarter hours).  We begin by drawing children’s attention to 
sequencing of activities, important times in their day, and some sequences of time that are significant 
to them. Our daily calendar ritual and seasonal calendar help with this as does the daily visual 
timetable 

Vocabulary that supports the understanding of this concept includes the positional language of 
‘before’, ‘after’, ‘next’, and the relative terms ‘yesterday’ and ‘tomorrow’. Knowing days of the week 
also helps children to keep track of time.  

 

Developing 
spatial 
awareness: 
experiencing 
different 
viewpoint 

riding trikes around interesting routes • construction activities • printing and making pictures and patterns with 
shapes • posting boxes • jigsaws • making a complete circuit with a train track • directing a simple robot or 
remote-controlled toy vehicle along a route • tangrams: ‘Can you make a person with the shapes?’ • with toys 
in a line: ‘Can you say what the teddy on the other side is seeing?’ 

 

 

Developing 
Spatial 
vocabulary 

Children need opportunities to be exposed to and to use the language of position and direction: position: ‘in’, 
‘on’, ‘under’ direction: ‘up’, ‘down’, ‘across’. Children also need opportunities to use terms which are relative to 
the viewpoint: ‘in front of’, ‘behind’, ‘forwards’, ‘backwards’ (‘left’ and ‘right’ to be used later on as ideas 
develop). Create as many opportunities as possible to explore this language, taking advantage of play in the 
outdoors to explore sequences of body movements (following obstacle courses, directing a friend, etc.). 

hunting for hidden objects, with some prompts, e.g. ‘Look behind the bicycle store, take three steps from the 
front of the art cupboard…' • developing and talking about small-world scenarios, e.g. doll's house, miniature 
village, play park • acting out their own versions of well-known stories where characters negotiate routes and 
obstacles, for example ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ • directing each other as robots 

 

VOCABULARY Calendar     Odd    seasons    week     day   month year  subitising  greater   fewer 
Five frame  ten frame  finished 5  full  represent  compare  stopping number 
part     whole     even   empty,   half full   equal/equivalent  'in front of', 'behind', 'forwards',' 

backward's next to position: 'in', 'on', 'under' 
direction: 'up', 'down', 'across'. curved straight line  

 

Resources Five frames     number track    Stem sentences    Calendar      
Ten frames      loose parts       Natural resources to subitise/count      

Counters         Fingers         Hungarian Number Board 
Counting wand  bar model wands rekenrek 

 

Pattern AB patterns 
 

 
Cyclical 
pattern of the 

seasons 

ABC patterns 
 

Cyclical 
pattern of 
months of the 

year/days of 
the week 

Create and continue repeating patterns 

 

 

Opportunities  Pumpkin Challenge , Sunflower Challenge, Obstacle course,  Cooking, Playdough, 
Loose Parts Play, Water and Sand Play 

 

Maths songs  

5 Fat Peas  10 Fat Sausages  5 frogs        

5 Little Men 5 elephants 1.2.buckle 

 



 

 

Books 
for maths 

 
 

 

Number 
poems  

Here is 
the 

beehive 
Five Little 
Pumpkins 

 
Shoes 

 

 
Stepping 
stones 

 
5 Little 
Owls 

 
5 Little 
Peas 

 

 


