
EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN
RECEPTION CURRICULUM 2022-23

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4 TERM 5 TERM 6

Me & My
Community

One Starry Night Once Upon a time What’s Going on in
the Garden?

Exploring the Big
Wide World

Looking Back &
Reflecting

In
Reception
children
will...

● Explore and use a range of artistic effects to express themselves
● Return to and build on previous learning, refining their ideas

● Create collaboratively
● Develop narrative in their pretend play.

● Retell stories they are familiar with demonstrating understanding
● Sing in a group (or alone) increasingly match the pitch and melody

● Explore and engage in music making and dance
● Listen attentively and move to music

Children at the expected
level of development will: -

Safely use and explore a
variety of materials, tools
and techniques,
experimenting with colour,
design, texture, form and
function;

- Share their creations,
explaining the process they
have used;

Artist
Introductions

Andy
Goldsworthy

Yayoi Kusama:

Vincent Van Gogh:

Banksy

Piet Mondrian Georgia O'Kee�e Jackson Pollock

Queenie McKensie

Coco Chanel

Medium
focus

Natural objects

Clay/paint

Water colours

Poster paint

Poster Paint

Printing

Water Colours

Chalks

Clay

Natural pigments

Powder Paint

Materials

Sewing

Tie dye

CHILDREN WILL HAVE ACCESS TO ALL MEDIUMS TO ALLOW FOR CHOICE, EXPLORATION & EXPRESSION

Poster paint, water colours, block paint, colouring pencils, felt tips, drawing pencils, black art pens, clay, salt dough, printing,
sewing, baking, food colouring

Books



MUSIC EXPLORING
SOUND

Vocal sounds
Body Sounds
Instrumental
sounds
Environmental
sounds
Nature sounds

CELEBRATION MUSIC

Diwali
Hanukkah
Kwanzaa
Trad Christmas
Christmas action
songs

MUSICAL STORIES

Moving to music
Using instruments to
represent characters
Storytelling with
actions
Using instruments to
represent actions
Musical story
composition

MUSIC & MOVEMENT

Action songs
Finding the beat
Exploring temp
Exploring tempo and
pitch through dance
Music and movement
performance

BIG BAND PT1

What makes an
instrument

Intro to orchestra

Follow that beat

BIG BAND PT2

Tuned and
untuned
instruments

Big band
performance

Perform songs, rhymes,
poems and stories with
others, and – when
appropriate – try to move
in time with music.

WOODWORK I can safely use a hammer and nails to attach
two pieces of wood to create something

I can safely use a hammer and nails to attach pieces
of wood and begin to use a saw to cut the wood to
size for my creations

I can safely use a hammer and nails to
attach pieces of wood and begin to use a
saw to cut the wood to size. I am
beginning to use a hand held drill to
make holes in wood



Poems &
Rhymes

Here is the
beehive
A Cup of Tea
Furry Squirrel
Chop, Chop
A Basket of
Apples
Wise Old Owl

Goldilocks went
to the house of
the bears
5 Little Men in a
flying saucer
Incey Wincey
One Elephant

5 Little Pumpkins
A good time is
coming
Falling Leaves
Pointy Hat
Yummy
The Fox

5 Little speckled
frogs
5 fat peas in a pea
pod pressed
Hop little bunnies
The witch
Twinkle twinkle

Shoes
Let’s put our mittens
on
Splash said a
raindrop
Carrot Nose
Pancakes
Two Little Dicky
Birds

Goldilocks went to
the house of the
bears
5 Little Men in a
flying saucer
Twinkle twinkle
One Elephant

Stepping Stones
A Little House
A Little Seed
Spring Wind
Popcorn
Hungry Birdies

5 Little speckled frogs
5 fat peas in a pea pod
pressed
Hop little bunnies
A little seed
Knick Knack Paddy
Wack

5 Little Owls
Caterpillar
I have a little Frog
Flowers
Sliced Bread
Triceratops

Goldilocks went to
the house of the
bears
5 Little Men in a
flying saucer
Twinkle twinkle
One Elephant

5 Little Peas
Old John
Muddlecombe
Thunderstorms
Here is a church
My Lunchbox
Monkey Babies

5 Little speckled
frogs
5 fat peas in a
pea pod pressed
Hop little bunnies
A little seed
Knick Knack
Paddy Wack

Sing a range of
well-known nursery
rhymes and songs;

Drawing Club provides children with a chance to draw from their imagination in response
to books /cartoons etc We will draw characters, settings and more based on the

following

Drawing
Club
stimulus

Physical ELG links
Begin to show accuracy and
care when drawing.



HELICOPTER
STORIES

In its simplest form, Helicopter Stories lets children dictate their stories which are written down verbatim, exactly as
they are told, by an adult. The children then gather around a stage and the stories are acted out.

Alongside the simplicity of this approach is an ethos that is child-centred, creating a culture of curiosity and wonder
at the dexterity of children’s imaginings during both the telling and the acting out of their stories.

This holistic approach uses the power of storytelling to develop key curriculum areas such as creativity,
communication and language, personal, social and emotional skills in the Early Years, giving children's stories a
voice in a safe space.

- Make use of props and
materials when role playing
characters in narratives and
stories.
Fine Motor Skills
Physical ELG links:
Children at the expected
level of development will: -
Hold a pencil effectively in
preparation for fluent writing
– using the tripod grip in
almost all cases; - Use a
range of small tools,
including scissors, paint
brushes and cutlery; -

Forest Friday sessions and Wanderlust Child Nature Study UOW ELG links
Children at the expected
level of development will: -
Explore the natural world
around them, making
observations and drawing
pictures of animals and
plants;


