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Dear Parents and Carers,

This year safeguarding forms a key part of our 
school improvement plan and we would like to take 
this opportunity to share some of the actions we 
have taken to ensure children in our school are as 
safe as possible.

We teamed up with the NSPCC in October and used 
their Speak Out Stay Safe campaign to encourage 
the children to talk to a safe and trusted adult if they 
are worried about anything. The children are 
reminded of this, each Monday, during assembly 
and there are display boards, created by the 
children, in each part of the school. Our younger 
children in nursery and reception have been learning 
the Pants song with the help of the pantosaurus!

In November, as part of Anti-Bullying week, we 
rewrote our anti-bullying policy with the children. 
This was important as we wanted a child’s 
perspective on the impact of bullying and what they 
want adults to do to prevent it happening and how 
adults should respond if it does. Please take a 
moment to read the policy, all the quotes are from 
children in our school Anti-Bullying policy

Also in November, we were visited by the police who 
spoke to the children about online safety and how to 
protect themselves and their personal data.

We have worked to make our website more 
informative for parents and have added a dedicated 
safeguarding section. If you need any advice or 
support with a safeguarding issue please do not 
hesitate to contact the school and ask to speak to 
one of the safeguarding team. If you have a 
concern about a child and are unable to contact 
school, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666 
Outside office hours call the Emergency Duty 
Team on 0800 833 408.

 

Who’s Who at WCPS

♦ Mr Peacey
Lead DSL & Headteacher
head@witneycp.org

♦ Mrs Bridges-Martin  
Deputy DSL & Home School Link Worker

♦ Miss Stringfellow 
Deputy DSL & SENco

♦ Mrs Hudson-Shaw 
Deputy DSL & Deputy Headteacher 

♦ Mrs Croston 
Deputy DSL & Assistant Headteacher

♦ Mrs Taylor 
Deputy DSL & EYFS Lead 

♦ Mrs Crouch
Chair of Governors & Safeguarding governor
rcrouch@witneycp.org

Christmas Message from Childline
Christmas can be a wonderful time of year, but at 
Childline we know that there are many children 
who are not looking forward to the festive season. 
On average, our counsellors at Childline are 
contacted by two children every minute and for 
these children, Christmas can be the worst time of 
year.Childline can be there for children and young 
people when they feel no one else is around and 
they have nowhere else to turn. They can contact 
us about anything and seek out support from their 
peers on the message boards on our website.

Our Childline service is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week and even on Christmas Day for 
free confidential help and advice on 0800 1111 or by 
logging onto www.childline.org.uk  

https://riverlearningtrust.org/schools/
https://witneycommunity.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Anti-Bullying-Policy-November-2022.pdf?t=1671197701
https://www.witneycp.org/
http://www.childline.org.uk/


Useful Acronyms &  Vocabulary concerning  
Safeguarding

DSL/DDSL: Designated Safeguarding Lead/Deputy 
Safeguarding Lead
 
LADO: Local Authority Designated Officer—who  
deals with position of trust safeguarding issues  

DBS: Disclosure & Barring Service

CP: Child Protection 

CIN: Child in need

TAF: Team Around the Family (part of Early Help)

Early Help: “providing Early Help support as soon 
as a problem emerges, at any point in a child’s life, 
from the foundation years through to the teenage 
years”. Essentially intervening to prevent 
abuse/neglect before it occurs. 

CPOMS – Child Protection Online Monitoring and
Safeguarding system (safeguarding and child 
protection software for schools).

CAMHS: Child and Adolescent Mental Health
Services

OFSTED: Ofsted is the Office for Standards in 
Education, Children's Services and Skills.

LCSS:Locality Community support service(advisory 
support for professionals from Social care)

County Lines

You may have heard the term
‘County Lines’ in the news over the last
few months. This is a real and growing
form of criminal activity that exists nationally
and regionally across Oxfordshire.
It is a term used to describe
gangs and organised criminal networks
involved in exporting illegal drugs from
urban areas into rural areas. The
leaders of these gangs are likely to
exploit children and vulnerable adults,
often without them realising it, to move
(and store) drugs and money. There may be signs of 
a change in a
young person’s behaviour such as:
• Returning home late, staying out
all night or going missing
• Being found in areas away from
home
• Increasing drug use, or being
found to have large amounts of drugs in their
possession
Being secretive about who they
are talking to and where they are
going
• Unexplained absences from
school, college, training or work
• Unexplained money, phones,
clothes or jewellery
• Increasingly disruptive or
aggressive behaviour
• Using sexual, drug-related or
violent language you wouldn’t
expect them to know
• Coming home with injuries or
looking particularly dishevelled
• Having hotel cards or keys to
unknown places

Schools and local police are working
together to spot signs of exploitation
and ensure young people are safe. If
you know a child that may be at risk as
described they will need support.In the first
instance please contact our safeguarding team or 
contact the police on 101 if you have any immediate 
concerns.

Feedback

We hope you have found this newsletter useful, feel 
free to find any of the DSL’s if you have any 
questions.

Many thanks for taking the time to read this issue of 
the safeguarding newsletter.

The Witney CP Safeguarding Team


